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The smoked glass, that darkens even the lustre of the sun, must of course throw the blackest dye upon all other objects. This, though the most infernal invention of all, is far from being unpractised; and I knew a gentlewoman, who, in order to keep her husband at home, and in her own power, had his whole house glazed with it, so that the poor gentleman shut up his door, and neither went abroad nor let anybody in, for fear of conversing, as he thought, with so many devils.
The dangers that may one day threaten our constitution in general, as well as particular persons, from the variety of these mischievous inventions, are so obvious, that they hardly need be pointed out: however, as my countrymen cannot be too much warned against it, I shall hint at those that terrify me the most.
Suppose we should ever have a short-sighted prince upon the throne, though otherwise just, brave, and wise; who can answer for his glass-grinder, and consequently who can tell through what medium and in what light he may view the most important objects ? or who can answer for the persons that are to take care of his glasses, and present them to him upon occasion? may not they change them, and slip a wrong one upon him, as their interest may require, and thus magnify, lessen, multiply, deform, or blacken, as they think proper; nay, and by means of the oblique glass above mentioned, show him even one object for another ? Where would the eye of the master be then ? where would be that eye divinely deputed to watch over, but shrunk and contracted within the narrow circle of a deceitful tube ?
On the other hand, should future Parliaments, by